Greetings from IFAM!
In this issue of IFAM Volunteer News, we are highlighting the Ambiance
Decor team. Please consider signing up for a shift and help us spread
the word about the volunteer opportunities with Ambiance Decor.
If you've already signed up for shifts on this or another team, thank you!

Director of Ambiance Décor, Andrea Soorikian

Garlands and Streamers and Tassels, Oh My
The Ambiance Décor Team Transforms Museum Hill
In the early days of IFAM, founder Judith Espinar wanted Museum Hill to look like
you had just been transported to a market in Mexico, China or India. Upon their
arrival, the artists asked her, "You decorated for us?" The commitment to
recreating the magic was born in the form of the Ambiance Décor team.
Under the direction of a series of creative directors the décor has evolved into
one of the more anticipated aspects of the Market.
Over the years, as the Market and its audiences have grown, IFAM staff have
traveled the globe, literally and figuratively, one year gathering old saris and
marigold diwalis from India and the next commissioning papel
picado and piñatas from Mexico, to create a vibrant atmosphere that welcomes
artists and customers alike.
In coordination with Creative Director, Keith Recker, and now in her second year
as Ambiance Décor Director, Andrea Soorikian and the team of nearly 80
volunteers to transform Museum Hill into a colorful, bustling spectacle, conjuring
images of the souks of Marrakech or the temple street fairs of Hong Kong.
Her design year begins in January when she is given the theme and motif of the
year. As the design evolves, Soorikian heads to the IFAM Warehouse on
Pacheco Street to take stock of décor from previous markets to see what can be
refreshed and reused. She’s coined the term “fruit salad” to describe the array of
colors she incorporates into her design palette.
In the ensuing months, she opens her Second Street studio for several days to
volunteers who will assist her in making smaller elements—pompoms, tassels,
streamers, floral garlands and ristras. This workshop time gives her an
opportunity to share her vision with her crew.
Then, with many of the elements having been pre-fabricated, the team heads to
Museum Hill in late June. The décor, carefully wrapped in dry cleaners’ plastic or
boxed away for the short journey across town, has to be unpacked and staged on
dress racks for hanging in accordance with the tent crew’s schedule.
Over the next three weeks, the team spends nearly every day decorating the
entrance fairway, the Milner Plaza steps, the elevator tower, the welcome
ramada, the Museum Hill Café and more than a dozen rental tents, including the
massive Innovations in Folk Art tent. The crew also prepares the table décor for
the Friday Night Opening Party and embellishes even such mundane fixtures as
trash barrels, sand bags, tent poles and straps out of both aesthetic and safety
concerns.

Colleen Stransky has volunteered with the Ambiance Décor team since the Market’s
second year, and she’s done everything from “fluffing” flowers crushed in packing
and shipping to climbing ladders to hang giant mylar flowers high up in the Milner
Plaza trees. But what she has enjoyed most about the Market is seeing ideas come
to life, “with sometimes little more than paper flowers, wire mesh and silk butterflies.”
“One day to the next, one week to the next, one year to the next, seeing how the
vision comes to fruition, is both fun and rewarding.” Starting off in 2005 with a team
of less than 10 volunteers, Stransky recalled that they worked outside in rain or
shine, but the weather never mattered because the camaraderie of the group more
than compensated for any fleeting discomfort.
She had so much fun that after a dear friend and neighbor of 22 years was widowed,
Stransky convinced her to fly all the way from Seattle to join the Ambiance Décor
team. In turn, her friend had such a wonderful time that she has kept returning every
year for the last five years. “I tease her that someone will do anything for a free tshirt,” Stransky said. “And, of course, I have 15 of them to prove it!”
As the team continues to grow, it is supported this year by three volunteer
chairs: Phyllis Roybal, a Santa Fe Public Schools arts educator and IFAM veteran
since 2012, and Santa Fe newcomers, James Callan and Andrew Stuehrk, who
Ginger Williams, Director of IFAM Santa Fe, met at a fundraiser this
spring. Impressed with their enthusiasm and backgrounds, she immediately roped
them into co-chairing the team before they’d even been to a Market!
The Ambiance Décor team is one of the largest teams and still needs help! It’s
entirely possible to volunteer for Ambiance Décor and take shifts on another team
during the Market. To find out more or to volunteer for the Ambiance Décor team,
contact ambiancedecor@folkartvolunteers.org or visit
https://folkartmarket.org/volunteer-registration/#ambiance.
Rendering of the IFAM Ramada for the 2019 Market

Director of IFAM Santa Fe, Ginger Williams, under the
IFAM Ramada

Volunteer Calendar
Cashier and Artist Assistant Training will be available in video and live
on-person training sessions. Video training will be posted on the IFAM
website in June. You do not need to register for training if you plan to
watch the video.
In-person training is available on the following dates at the IFAM Center
(620 Cerrillos Rd.), unless otherwise noted. Please register if you plan
to attend in person:
Click here to register for: Upcoming Artist Assistant Training
• Saturday, June 22 - 11:00 a.m., Noon and 1:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, June 25 - 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
• Saturday, June 29 - 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Albuquerque

Hispano Chamber of Commerce

• Saturday, July 6 - 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.
• Online training video released mid-June.

Click here to Register for: In-Person Cashier Training Registration
• Thursday, June 27 – 5:00 and 6:00 p.m.
• Saturday, June 29 – 1:00, 2:00 and 3:00 p.m.
• Sunday, July 7 – 2:00, 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.
• Monday, July 8 – 5:00, 6:00 and 7:00 p.m.

Volunteer Shirt and Badge Pick-Up All sessions take place at IFAM Center
unless otherwise noted.
• Saturday, June 22 - 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, June 25 - 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
• Thursday, June 27 - 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
• Saturday, June 29 - 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. (Albuquerque Hispano

Chamber of Commerce)

• Monday, July 1 - 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. (Meow Wolf)
• Saturday, July 6 - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• Saturday, July 6 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, July 10 - 3:00 - 7:00 p.m.

"Wear Your Heart on Your Sleeve" T-Shirt Decorating Party:
Saturday, July 6 - 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
See the Current Volunteers page for more information and updates.

"Wear Your Heart on Your Sleeve"
T-shirt Decorating Party!
Saturday, July 6 (9:30-11:30am)
IFAM Headquarters, 620 Cerrillos Rd.
Bring your sequins, bows and Bedazzler and prepare your entry
for the 2019 T-Shirt Decorating Contest! IFAM will provide the
coffee and pastries. You bring the creativity. You can also
donate craft supplies to the cause!

2019 T-Shirt Decorating
Contest

Take your photo at the
International Folk Art Market and
email it
to sandra@folkartmarket.org with
"T-Shirt Contest" in the subject line
by July 15th. Winners will be
selected and notified by July 25th.
1st Place - Two tickets to the 2020
Opening Night Gala
2nd Place - Two tickets to the
2020 Felicidades! Post-Market
Party

2018 T-Shirt Decorating
Contest Winners

1st Place - Mimi May (pictured at
left)
2nd Place - Diana Trujillo (pictured
above left)
Honorable Mention - Zoe & Kate
Flint
An invitation to help announce the
artists on the Gazebo on Santa Fe
Plaza during the Community
Celebration. (pictured above right)

Important News:

Friday Night Opening Party has extended hours,
now closing at 10:00 p.m. Please plan accordingly.

Volunteer FAQs:

I am traveling from out of town.
Where should I stay?
There is a wonderful variety of hotels, B&Bs, inns and other
accommodations in Santa Fe, which you can find through any
online travel website. You can also view the IFAM Preferred
Lodging and Dining Partners at to Stay and Eat.
Specifically for IFAM volunteers, we have partnered with the Inn
at Santa Fe to offer volunteers a great discount of $119/night for
a Queen room. Microwave, refrigerator, flat screen television,
full breakfast, and high speed internet access are all included.
Rates apply to reservations July 10-15, 2019. Offer ends June
12, 2019.
Click here to book your reservation:
Inn at Santa Fe Volunteer Rate

IFAM Fun Facts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ambiance Decor shifts between May 1- July 17 - 312
Number of Ambiance Decor Team Volunteers - 70-80
Weeks to decorate Museum Hill - 3
Name of the product covering the 600 tent poles on 19 tents =
Gusanos de Plastico (Plastic Worms pictured on the left)
Number of zip-ties used by the Ambiance Decor and Market
Signs Teams - 14,000+
If the carpet along the Market entrance "Fairway" was unrolled
from the top of a building, it would drape down over 6 stories.
Artist creator of the IFAM Market Marquee - Sergio Tapia

